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We and our mother, Sharon Wells, were victims of Judge Elizabeth Leith, Denver public
administrator, Marcie McMinimee, guardian Erin Dougher, and court-appointed guardian-ad-
litem (GAL) Ayo Labode.

We did everything right, in planning ahead for our mother. Our planning efforts proved to be no
equal for the greed of Ms. McMinimee, and the willingness of Judge Leith to override our
planning documents.

We are twins. We run a small business together, Auto Glass Denver Pros,
https://autoglassdenverpros.com/index.html. We are good at what we do, but do not claim to be
legally sophisticated.

We have an estranged older brother, Mark Wells, who is a longtime heroin addict. As in many
other predatory guardianships, Ms McMinimee and other guardianship professionals, including
various lawyers, seized on a family dispute to seize control of our mother and her assets, and
spend the vast bulk of her assets on themselves.

In 2016, Sharon Wells executed a durable power of attorney (DPOA) in favor of David Wells,
giving him full financial powers. She also executed an irrevocable trust, and named us as
trustees. This should have been sufficient to protect her substantial assets (then around $3
million) avoid the need for a conservatorship.

In 2017, Sharon Wells was in the early stages of dementia, but still capable of living on her own.
We were also willing and capable of caring for her ourselves, including arranging for home care
and for assisted living if that became necessary. Someone, probably Mark Wells, filed criminal
charges against David, claiming that the DPOA was forged. David proved otherwise at a first
hearing but by then the guardianship express was off and running.

Judge Leith authorized an emergency conservatorship in 2018, despite no evidence of an
emergency. She appointed McMinimee as conservator, and issued a restraining order against
either of us visiting our mother, without an evidentiary hearing or evidence of misconduct. It
took us 18 months to get the restraining order cancelled, long after the ostensible basis (the
criminal complaint) had been disproven and withdrawn.

McMinimee promptly sought, and Judge Leith provided, an order freezing all of Sharon Wells’
assets, including the trust. This is a common tactic in a predatory guardianship. It meant that
Sharon had no access to her own money to hire counsel to fight against the conservatorship.
McMinimee and her lawyers used Sharon’s money to pay themselves.

Over the next 7 years, until Sharon died, we did everything we could, seeking to end the
unnecessary conservatorship, or at least have one of us appointed as conservator, instead of
McMinimee. We failed. Judge Leith maintained the conservatorship, appointed a separate
guardian as well, approved all fee requests, approved moving Sharon to a nursing home against
her and our wishes; and never gave us a serious hearing. In seven years, McMinimee, the other
professionals, and their lawyers spent $2.5 million — the vast majority of Sharon’s $3.5 million
estate -- on themselves.
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As she has in other cases where family members objected to spending by the guardianship
professionals, Judge Leith sealed the annual guardianship financial reports against us. This
prevented us from monitoring and objecting to excessive spending.

To raise cash, the guardian/ attorneys sold Sharon’s houses at far-below-market prices, and spent
the proceeds on their own fees. Our mother owned five houses; four of them were progressively
sold to pay professional fees. We tried to stop the sales and failed; Judge Leith approved them
over our objections. We suspect that these grossly underpriced sales were to related parties. We
sought an investigation. The professionals used Sharon’s money to hire attorneys to fight against
our efforts. Judge Leith denied our request to investigate the sales.

We sought to have our mother move to California, where she owned a home, and could live near
our sister, and obtained a California court order to allow the move. Judge Leith ignored the
California court order.

We can tell many terrible stories about how our mother was forcibly removed from her home,
transferred to a nursing home, overmedicated with conflicting medications which can cause
psychosis. We provide one story below, that directly involved Judge Leith.

On December 22, 2022, we were scheduled to have a hearing before Judge Leith on our motion
to end the guardianship and conservatorship. Judge Leith had cancelled a prior virtual hearing
and demanded an in-person hearing. Denver weather was horrendous. The temperature had
dropped 75 degrees in 24 hours, there was a blinding snowstorm, and the courthouse was
officially closed. We distrusted Judge Leith and Ms. McMinimee and drove to the courthouse
anyway, in the morning. The guards would not let us in, and confirmed that the courthouse was
closed. We left, and later called Judge Leith’s chambers and left a message explaining the
situation and asking to reschedule the hearing.

Judge Leith supposedly held a hearing that afternoon, attended by others, who were somehow
allowed into the courthouse, even though we were not. No transcript for the supposed hearing
exists. Judge Leith then issued three orders, dated the day of the blizzard, denying all relief we
requested. Even if the hearing were somehow held, to hold it without our presence, and without
a transcript, was a clear denial of due process. We appealed, but the appeal became moot when
Sharon died in July 2024. In the course of the appeal, McMinimee’s counsel asserted that the
hearing actually took place, but did not provide any evidence, such as an affidavit from one of
the supposed attendees.

After Sharon died, McMinimee would still not release the balance of the conservatorship estate
to Sharon’s probate estate. We had to hire counsel and seek a hearing, for action that should
have been automatic. We eventually succeeded, but only after McMinimee’s firm collected still
more fees from her estate for fighting the transfer.

Sincerely yours,
/s/ David Wells
David Wells

/s/ Greg Wells
Greg Wells



