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April 29, 2026

[ am a Colorado lawyer licensed in 1985. I am also an Oregon licensed lawyer, currently
on inactive status. I was hired in 1987 by the Colorado Supreme Court Office of Disciplinary
Counsel, later renamed as the Colorado Supreme Court Office of Attorney Regulation Counsel.
In 1999, T was appointed as head of this office, as Regulation Counsel for the Colorado Supreme
Court. I remained in that position until my retirement in 2013. In 2013 and 2014 [ was Director
of Regulatory Services for the Oregon State Bar. After leaving the Oregon State Bar, I worked
for the Burns Figa & Will law firm until June 2025 when I joined Recht Kornfeld. I have spent
nearly 40 years investigating, prosecuting, or defending lawyers and judges in discipline or
regulatory matters. In my four decades of regulatory practice, thousands of written allegations
against lawyers and judges passed over my desk.

In January 2025 Professor Bernard Black retained me to evaluate various pleadings, court
orders, transcripts and other documents regarding a matter before Denver Probate Judge Leith. I
reviewed Judge Leith’s conduct to determine if it was consistent with the Colorado Rules of
Judicial Discipline and the Colorado Code of Judicial Conduct. Professor Black’s matter in Judge
Leith’s courtroom was related to a conservatorship for his sister Joanne Black, now deceased. 1
did not represent Professor Black in this matter.

I provided Professor Black with my professional opinion regarding whether J udge Leith
complied with the rules of judicial conduct, her on bench demeanor and her written opinions and
orders. I was not asked to and did not form any opinion regarding Judge Leith’s legal decisions.
Professor Black provided me with a detailed timeline of the conservatorship related to his sister.
He also provided me with numerous pleadings and other documents. To the best of my
knowledge, I reviewed virtually every court pleading (of all parties) and court decisions from the
inception of the conservatorship until recently. I also independently reviewed news articles and
other opinion pieces related to the Denver Probate Court and Judge Leith. Based on my
independent review of the pleadings and documents as well as Judge Leith’s orders I determined
that Professor Black’s statements to me were accurate. On no occasion did I conclude that
Professor Black misstated anything in the case record.

My primary focus was to determine if Professor Black had sufficient information and
factual basis to support the filing of a formal complaint against Judge Leith with the Colorado
Commission on Judicial Discipline. I determined that in my professional opinion Judge Leith had
violated the rules of judicial conduct in a number of respects. These include:

1. Telephoning another Judge: In violation of CJC Rule 2.2 impartiality and fairness; and
CJC Rule 2.3 bias, prejudice;



8.

Lack of Due Process and Opportunity to be Heard: (In violation of CJC Rules 2.2
impartiality and fairness; 2.3 bias, prejudice, and harassment; 2.5 Competence, Diligence.
Cooperation; 2.6 Ensuring the right to be heard;

. Sua Sponte Rulings: In violation of CJC Rules 2.2 impartiality and fairness; 2.3 bias,

prejudice; 2.5 competence;

Deciding Issues Not Before the Court: In violation of CJC Rules 2.2 Impartiality and
fairness; 2.3 bias, prejudice; 2.6 Ensuring the right to be heard;

Ignoring Orders from Other Courts: In violation of CJC Rules 2.2 impartiality and
fairness; 2.3 bias, prejudice 2.5 competence;

Ignoring Clear Contrary Statutory, Constitutional, and Case Law: In violation of
CJC Rule 2.5;

Actions without Subject Matter Jurisdiction or without Personal Jurisdiction: In
violation of CJC Rules 2.2 impartiality and fairness, 2.3 bias and prejudice, 2.6. Ensuring
the right to be heard;

Intemperate Statements: In violation of CJC Rule 2.8(B) Decorum, Demeanor.

Details on each of these can be found in the Judicial Ethics Complaint which Professor Black
prepared, with my advice and supervision, and submitted to the Judicial Discipline Commission
in 2025, which the Commission declined to review because it involved a then-pending matter.

I was particularly troubled by Judge Leith’s personal attacks on Professor Black, his wife

Professor Katherine Litvak, and their son Samuel Black. J udge Leith, on several occasions,
impugned not only the personal character of Professors Black and Litvak but also their
professional standing as Professors of Law at a distinguished university. In my decades
regulating and defending judges I have never seen similar conduct by a sitting judge.

Sincerely yours,

John S. Gleason.



