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I am a co-founder with Robin Austin of Families against Court Embezzlement Unethical
Standards (F.A.C.EE.U.S.). FA.C.E.U.S. is a Colorado-based nonprofit organization that seeks to
correct abuses in our legal system involving guardianships and conservatorships. Robin Austin
and I founded F. A.C.E.U.S. in 2015. We did so after learning from our own experiences and
those of many other families that courts often allow and support unethical behavior by
guardianship professionals (guardians, conservators, and their lawyers). The professionals often
seek to profit at the expense of those whom they are supposed to serve and protect. FA.CE.U.S.
seeks to address the problems of unnecessary, overly restrictive, and often financially and
personally abusive guardianships.

F.A.C.E.US. has created a website, called The Probate Trap (https://theprobatetrap.org).
This website includes hundreds of episodes from a Blog Talk Radio Show, and more recently
podcasts, that FA.C.E.U.S. has hosted since 2016, highlighting the problems with the
guardianship system. We have also recently completed a book, The Probate Trap, highlighting
problems with the guardianship system, soon to be on Amazon and in book stores everywhere.

I have collected the details of over 50 stories, some with the help of Senator Laura
Woods, about guardianship abuse in Colorado that I have permission to disclose, and many more
that I cannot, because the families involved are scared about retaliation from the courts and
professional guardians. I have, over the last 10 years, had thousands of calls with victims of the
guardianship system. There are clear patterns. Of the active Colorado judges, one whom we often
receive complaints about is Elizabeth Leith of the Denver Probate Court.

I have heard horror stories about the way that families are treated in her court. Some of
the victims are submitting their own statements. I am writing to provide an overview, and to
write on behalf of others who cannot do so on their own or are afraid to do so, because they fear
retaliation by Judge Leith. Based on the stories recounted to me, that fear is well-founded. The
stories we’ve reported on from families who appeared before Judge Leith have caused us to
believe she regularly exhibits bias against families and in favor of the guardianship professionals
and has not acted in the best interest of the wards she puts into guardianship.

I have also heard horror stories about the guardians, conservators, and court-appointed
counsel who Judge Leith appoints repeatedly. These persons often have horrible reputations, but
before Judge Leith, they can do no wrong. In a dispute between one of her favorites, and a ward,
protected person, or family member, Judge Leith’s favorite always wins, and their fees are
always paid, without any meaningful scrutiny.

Not only do family members who are seeking to protect loved ones not receive a fair
hearing, often they receive no hearing at all. Judge Leith excludes them from the process.
Sometimes, she blocks all contact between a ward and family members; allows the ward to be
moved to a nursing home at an undisclosed location; and allows the guardian to prevent the
family member from contacting the ward and prevent the ward from contacting the family
member. She often allows guardians to charge families unreasonable costs for “supervised
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visits,” simply to visit their loved ones. Families find themselves helpless. Professional guardians
take total control over loved ones; spend massive amounts on their own fees; and sell family
homes to pay their own fees, often at far below true market value.

In two cases I know of, and surely more that I don’t know about, Judge Leith has refused
to terminate a conservatorship even after the protected person moved out of Colorado and been
found competent and not to need a conservator in the state where they now live. Judge Leith also
didn’t honor a court order from a judge in a different county, thus blocking a family member
from moving out of Colorado to their home in a different state where family waited to care for
them. These actions allow Colorado conservatorships to continue, and out of state properties to
be sold, to pay the fees of the court-appointed guardianship professionals.

Judge Leith is also known for approving emergency guardianships on an ex parte basis,
when no emergency exists, without requiring evidence of an actual emergency. Vulnerable older
adults find themselves forcibly removed from their homes without advance notice, placed in a
nursing home, and denied contact with family members. Once an emergency guardianship is in
place, it is extremely difficult for vulnerable wards and their families to defend themselves. They
do not have the knowledge, sophistication, or, because court-appointed officials seize control of
their funds, the money to hire their own counsel and fight back. Counsel are compromised
because they fear that if they advocate too strongly for their client, Judge Leith will retaliate
against them. The temporary, emergency guardianship routinely becomes permanent.

Families often seek to avoid guardianship through other arrangements, including family
trusts, durable powers of attorney, and healthcare directives. Judge Leith is known for overriding
these devices, at the behest of guardians. She is also known for overriding wills and trusts, by
replacing the executor or trustee.

Judge Leith is also known for refusing to accept decisions of other courts and arbitration
tribunals, that have ruled differently than the decision she wants to reach. In one such case, a
family member advised her of a federal court order that directly forbade the action Judge Leith
wanted to take, she ignored the federal court order and announced in her decision that the request
that she respect that order was “repugnant and shocking to the conscience of the Court.”

Sincerely yours,
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