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Overview

We attach a collection of: (i) statements concerning Judge Leith from a variety of sources;
and (ii) news stories concerning Judge Leith. We believe that the statements and news
stories, taken together, present a powerful case for why has repeatedly abused the significant
powers that come with her position, and should not be renominated.

The statements come from a variety of sources, including guardianship victims, guardianship
reform advocates and outside experts. The victim stories are only those that have come to
the attention of Robin Austin and Luanne Fleming at F.A.C.E.U.S. (Families Against Court
Embezzlement Unethical Standards), and they represent only a subset even of those, limited
to families who are willing to tell their stories despite fear of retaliation. The stories we include

are the tip of a much larger iceberg.

Judge Leith’'s non-renewal will be important in itself. It will also send a warning message to
other judges who are known for repeatedly approving abusive guardianships to pay more

attention to the rights of persons subject to guardianship and their families.

The statements are from

e Robin Austin, co-founder of F.A.C.E.U.S., a Colorado-centered guardianship advocacy
organization

e Brett Darken, fraud examiner and reporter on guardianship abuse

e Bernard Black, victim of Judge Leith

e Richard Black, executive director of Center for Estate Administration Reform, a
national guardianship reform organization

e David Cassidy, victim of Judge Leith

e Anonymous Victim 1, victim of Judge Leith, who was not willing to be named for fear
of retaliation by Judge Leith and the guardianship professionals who she regularly
appoints

e Luanne Fleming, co-founder of F.A.C.E.U.S.

e John Gleason, Esq., long-time head of judicial discipline for the Supreme Court of
Colorado

e Melinda Harper, forensic accountant and observer of Judge Leith

e Anonymous Victim 2, victim of Judge Leith, who was unable to finalize and sign her
own statement due to current physical health issues

e Katherine Litvak, victim of Judge Leith

e Ryan Tracy, victim of Judge Leith

e David Wells and Greg Wells, victims of Judge Leith

We can provide the names of the anonymous submitters privately.
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News Stories About Judge Leith

Kovaleski, Jennifer, Colorado Guardianships Can Bleed Estates with Little to no
Oversight, Denver7 News (May 17, 2021),
https://www.denver7.com/news/investigations/colorado-guardianships-can-bleed-
estates-with-little-to-no-oversight.

o The article does not name judges, but the Pat Brannigan and Sharon Wells
cases were before Judge Leith.

Kovaleski, Jennifer, Colorado lawmaker wants more accountability, transparency in
state’s guardianship system, Denver7 News (July 9, 2021).
https://www.denver7.com/news/investigations/colorado-lawmaker-wants-more-
accountability-transparency-in-states-guardianship-system

o The article is about recurring problems found in 2017 Colorado audit of the
probate system and the Sharon Wells case.

Kovaleski, Jennifer, and Joe Vacarelli, Former Denver court clerk blew whistle 10 years
ago about conservatorship system Denver7 News (Oct. 8, 2021),

at https://www.denver7.com/news/investigations/former-denver-court-clerk-blew-
whistle-10-years-ago-about-conservatorship-system.

o Aninterview with Carolyn Cammack, who was a judicial clerk to Jean Stewart,
Judge Leith’s predecessor on the Denver Probate Court, and who says nothing
has changed under Judge Leith.

Prendergast, Alan, Why Won't the Colorado Courts Let This Latvian Girl Go Home?,
Westword (Jan. 19, 2016), https://www.westword.com/news/why-wont-the-colorado-
courts-let-this-latvian-girl-go-home-7524502

o This article is directly about Judge Leith and her decision to impose
guardianship on a young Latvian girl who was not a Colorado resident, rather
than let her return home to Latvia.

Strom, Roy, Unlikely Colorado Court Vexes $8 million Litigation Finance Win,
BloomberglLaw (Oct. 19, 2023), at https://news.bloomberglaw.com/business-and-
practice/unlikely-colorado-court-vexes-8-million-litigation-finance-win, and
subsequent court decision upholding arbitration award, arbitration award was upheld
in Noble Prestige Ltd. V. Paul Horn, 2024 WL 2109045 (S.D. Fla.).

o This article discusses Judge Leith's refusal to honor an arbitration award, which
was eventually upheld after years of federal court litigation.

Tatum, Christine, Magistrates Under Fire Get New Duties, Denver Post (July 12, 2005),
https://www.denverpost.com/2005/07/12/magistrates-under-fire-get-new-duties/

o This article discusses past problems with Judge Leith failing to hold hearings,
while still a magistrate.
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We hope to persuade you not to renew Judge Leith and to conduct a thorough search for a
replacement who will be more attuned to families and less to the guardianship professionals

who often exploit them. We are also preparing for a press campaign against Judge Leith’s
renewal, should that become necessary.
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