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Statement from Robin Austin Concerning Judge Elizabeth Leith

In 2015 I co-founded Families Against Court Embezzlement Unethical Standards,
(F.A.C.E.U.S)) after seeing injustice in my own experience with legal abuse and watching the
systematic abuse of Luanne Fleming’s family’s Colorado Probate case, watching how court
ordered agents stripped away almost all of their multimillion-dollar inheritance by the time
Luanne’s mother died. We began discovering the depth and breadth of court involvement in
people’s lives, meeting victims, and hearing their stories. To warn and alert more people to the
dangers, we began a radio show, Hidden Truth Revealed, which eventually turned into a podcast
and a website, The Probate Trap, www.probatetrap.org, and a forthcoming book by the same
name, The Probate Trap.

After hearing thousands of such stories in our ten years on air, hosting almost 500 guests
on air, and hearing from many more from people too frightened of court retaliation to allow their
stories to be told, patterns became clear. Although many were afraid, Senator Laura Woods
assisted us to build a database detailing Colorado families who were willing to come forward.
Time and again, Denver Probate court Judge Elizabeth Leith’s name came up as one who
authorized court-appointed officials to seize assets from family members who were forced into
guardianships and conservatorships, nullifying their Powers of Attorney, Wills, Trusts, and
legally documented estate plans.

Judge Elizabeth Leith often played a key role in these cases. Often, those subjected to this
court control had no say at all in these events. They were never permitted to defend themselves
in court because they were excluded from ex parte hearings and were never given any
meaningful opportunity to dispute claims of incapacity. Despite their having well-qualified
family members willing and able to care for them, Judge Leith, disregarding her duty to
implement the least restrictive option and act in their best interest, repeatedly appointed
professional guardians and conservators who controlled their lives, squandered their resources,
and alienated and isolated them from family, contrary to their, or their family’s, wishes.

The Denver Probate Court, with Judge Elizabeth Leith presiding, was mentioned by
many individuals who told horrific stories of what they described as unjust treatment in court.
Family members who actively opposed the mistreatment of the family member subject to
guardianship or conservatorship, and the rapid depletion of family assets, the sale of family
homes (often for far below true value) to pay the professionals found their objections ignored. If
they persisted, Judge Leith excluded them from the guardianship proceedings entirely, by
declaring that they were not “interested persons.” If they persisted, often pro se because they
could not afford counsel, while the guardian, conservator, and their lawyers, were paid from 2
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Imagine, to take one example known to us, that your brother, an amputee who needed a
wheelchair but was entirely mentally competent, was kidnapped from his home: Carried away
screaming and yelling, without his wheelchair or his phone, to an unknown location. Imagine
trying to track him down and discovering that Judge Leith authorized this in an ex parfe
proceeding, and does not consider you to have a right to even find out where he is, let alone
complain about his treatment. She deems you to nof be an interested person in his welfare, when
you are in fact the only person who will fight for his rights. Imagine that your brother’s guardian
then comes after you and tries to put you into guardianship. The person who told us this story
owns a home in Denver, but does not dare to return there, or to disclose where she now lives
because she too could be grabbed and find that no one can defend her. Stories like this should not
happen in the United States. But they do happen, in Denver, before Judge Leith.

On behalf of the families who’ve entrusted us to share their stories, and advocate on their
behalf, we argue in the strongest possible language that we feel Judge Elizabeth Leith has shown
reckless disregard for those she should protect, favoring those who unethically abuse their
authority, and she should be removed from her position as a judge.
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